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Lord d'Abernon. First it was the Kapp Putsch that
burst upon the scarcely consolidated structure of the
new State. Overnight Kapp seized power with the
aid of General von Liittwitz; overnight the Ebert-
Scheidemann government fled from the threatened
capital. The representatives of the German Nationals
and the People's Party met to discuss what attitude
they should adopt to the fait accompli, Stresemann
himself was invited to a conference by Kapp and
Liittwitz, and subsequently offered himself to the other
moderate parties as mediator between them and the
new regime; but the fate of the movement was
decided in a manner that constituted a new departure
in history.

There was still bloody fighting in the streets of
Berlin, bullets were whistling and machine-guns
rattling round the Brandenburg Gate and in the Tier-
garten, the grounds of the beleaguered Reichswehr
Ministry were a network of trenches, when the
general strike was ordered. The factories were
silent, the tramways ceased to work, the water was cut
off. When evening came, Berlin lay in utter darkness,
the life of the capital had suddenly come to a standstill.
The self-constituted Chancellor had countless pink
broadsheets showered over the city bearing the terse
statement that any man who was not at work the
following morning would be shot; but in vain, the
paper threat made no impression.

In a few days the workmen of Germany had broken
the back of the Putsch. The movement, like all unsuc-
cessful attempts at power, dissolved in laughter,
leaving behind it a few of the moderate politicians who
had compromised themselves by coming to terms